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Interactive club helps students

learn English as a second language
Humna Sharif
Staff Writer

The diverse student body at Parkland is
comprised of people from countries all over the
world. Many of these students learn English as
a second, or sometimes even a third, language.
There are a number of academic programs in
place that teach English to non-native speakers.
English as a second language, or ESL classes,
are amongst the most well-known ways to learn
English.
One resource that many students might not
be aware of is the English Conversation Club
(ECC). This is a student organization at Parkland
overseen by a faculty member. ECC tackles the
challenge of familiarizing non-native speakers
with English in a fun and interactive way.
Wendy Patriquin, of the Humanities
department, is an Associate Professor of
ESL and the current faculty advisor for the
ECC. According to Patriquin, the English
Conversation Club was established by an
international student from South Korea about
ten years ago. The intent behind the creation of
ECC was to provide international students with
a place to practice English while also learning
about American culture.
During club meetings both international
and American students converse about various
topics pertaining to American culture, living
in the United States, upcoming holidays and
events. Occasionally, the club also invites guest
speakers.
Hyunsik Na is the current President of the

ECC. Being from South Korea, English is not
Na’s first language and he is still working on
mastering it.
“Even though I do not speak English very
well, I took on being the president of the club
to make other international students feel more
comfortable, and motivate them to join ECC,” Na
commented.
According to Ryan Person, vice president
of the ECC, the main purpose of the club is to
enhance the conversational skills of non-native
speakers. The club officers try to bring a topic
for conversation to the meetings every week.
Sometimes the members play games, watch
short videos or even meet outside of Parkland
for recreational activities such as ice-skating
and bowling. When the opportunity presents
itself, ECC also participates in local cultural
fairs and takes short trips to nearby areas. All
these activities are geared towards providing
an atmosphere that a classroom environment
cannot provide.
The club doesn’t have any teachers and there
aren’t any homework assignments. Members
do bring the homework they have gotten from
other classes to ECC meetings so someone can
help them with it. Nerdin Arslan is a Turkish
student at Parkland studying to become a
kindergarten teacher. She said that coming
to the ECC meetings has really enhanced her
English listening skills, which in turn helps her
learn to speak the language better.
“I also get help on my homework from other
students. Ryan Person usually helps me,” Arslan
said.

Several ECC members commented that
they have made a lot of friends by attending
the meetings and, apart from being fun, the
club also helps them with their academics.
Another co-curricular program quite
similar to the ECC is the International
Buddies Program. Wendy Patriquin is also
the faculty advisor for this program. The
idea behind the International Buddies
Program is to match one American student
with an international student. This allows
the international student to practice
English and learn about American culture.
Whereas, the American student learns
about a foreign culture, and can possibly
practice a different language as well.
“The theory behind this type of
interaction is to create more of a community
on campus,” Patriquin commented. “Any
time students feel more engaged in a campus
community, they will probably continue at
the college thereby helping retention rates.”
Unfortunately, Patriquin has been trying
to get the program going for over three years
now but it has never taken off. However, all
students are highly encouraged to join the
International Buddies Program.
To learn more about the ECC and
the International Buddies Program,
contact Wendy Patriquin at wpatriquin@
parkland.edu. This semester the English
Conversation Club meets on Tuesdays from
12-1 pm in room C-138. All Parkland students
are welcome to attend and the club also
encourages American students to join.

Solar-powered plane takes flight around the world
Aya Batrawy

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
International student Lillian Ankono, a Nursing major, is enrolled in
her first semester at Parkland College. Coming from Cameroon she is
a non-native speaker of English and is enrolled in ESL classes.
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Associated Press
ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates (AP) — A Swiss solarpowered plane took off from Abu
Dhabi early Monday, marking
the start of the first attempt to fly
around the world without a drop
of fuel.
Solar Impulse founder André
Borschberg was at the controls
of the single-seater when it took
off from the Al Bateen Executive
Airport. Borschberg will trade
off piloting with Solar Impulse
co-founder Bertrand Piccard
during stop-overs.
The Swiss pilots say their
aim is to create awareness
about replacing “old polluting
technologies with clean and
efficient technologies.”
The plane is expected to reach
its destination — Muscat, Oman
— after about 10 hours of flight.
Some legs of the trip, such
as over the Pacific and Atlantic
oceans, will mean five or six
straight days of flying solo.
The lightweight Solar Impulse
2, a larger version of a single-seat
prototype that first flew five years
ago, is made of carbon fiber and
has 17,248 solar cells built into the
wing that supply the plane with
renewable energy. The solar cells
recharge four lithium polymer
batteries.
The company says the plane has
a 72-meter (236-foot) wingspan,

Aya Batrawy | AP Photo
The Solar Impulse 2 prepares to depart from Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, early Monday,
March 9, 2015. The Swiss solar-powered plane took off from Abu Dhabi early Monday, marking the
start of the first attempt to fly around the world without a drop of fuel.
larger than that of the Boeing 747,
but weighs about as much as a car
at around 2,300 kilograms (5,070
pounds).
The plane in June made an
inaugural flight of two hours
and 17 minutes above western
Switzerland, just two months
after it was unveiled last year.
After Oman, the plane will head
to India, where it will make two
stops, then to China and Myanmar
before heading across the Pacific
and stopping in Hawaii.
Then it will head to Phoenix,
Arizona, and New York’s biggest

airport, John F. Kennedy
International.
The path across the Atlantic
will depend on the weather and
could include a stop in southern
Europe or Morocco before ending
in Abu Dhabi.
The two pilots are expected to
return to Abu Dhabi in late July or
even August.
Borschberg and Piccard say
they want to push politicians,
celebrities and private citizens
to “confront the Conference on
Climate Change of the United
Nations, which will define the new

Find the latest news, photos galleries,
and more right on your phone
prospectusnews.com

Kyoto protocol in December 2015
in Paris.”
Solar Impulse supporter Prince
Albert of Monaco was present at
the Monaco control center during
Monday’s takeoff.
The UAE-based Masdar, the
Abu Dhabi government’s cleanenergy company, is a key sponsor
of the flight.
Additional sponsors include
Omega, Goggle and Moet
Hennessey, among others.
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.
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Students face difficulties juggling work, class
Jordan Hannah
Staff Writer

Not every student enrolled at Parkland is
eligible to receive Financial Aid, and many
do not qualify for a scholarship either.
Some students are lucky enough to receive
financial help from their families, and
some are not.
Many students must work to pay for
the roof over their heads. The challenges
these students face can sometimes be
overwhelming.
Radiology student Alexis Paschal is
one of these working students. She works
between 27 and 30 hours and is currently
taking on 13 credit hours here at Parkland.
In her opinion, transportation is one of the
biggest factors for working students.
“Transportation is a big factor. My car
broke down and because I don’t live in
a student area, busses don’t serve the
community,” Paschal stated.
Paschal also explained how hard it is to
juggle being both a student and a worker.
“I have to do well in school and in my job,
I have to show up for school and work being
late to school will affect my grades, and
being late to work affects employment,”
Paschal added.
Business Student and Tax Repairman
Brodney P. Uebele works 19 hours per
week and has taken up 13 credit hours at
Parkland. Uebele also understands how
difficult managing both of these roles can
be. In Uebele’s opinion, the hardest part of
being a working student is finding the time
to manage both the demands of school and
his job.
“I am a tax repairman. There are times
I have to do homework very late or before
class and it is a lot of juggling,” Uebele said.
Time management seems to be a huge
burden to those who work and go to school.
Some students must combine these two
environments in order to keep food on the
table, and pay their bills. They might even
have to find the time to get some homework
done while on the clock at work.
“Some days it’s dead. I have time to do

homework but not all the time,” Uebele
added.
Even though food and utilities are on
the line, it is still hard for some students
to find the motivation required to push
through each semester.
Nursing Major Ebone Ross is
another student who must wear
multiple hats in order to get by. Ross
is working 35 hours a week and taking
on 8 credit hours. She explained the
difficulties she faces when it comes to
being an employed student, citing time
management as an essential skill.
“You have to know balance work and
school. You must be able to get your
school work done, but you have to have
time for work too,” Ross explained.
“When I have homework or a paper,
occasionally you have to work too. I
have to concentrate what I have to do
once I get off work. Sometimes I get off
Walmart at 9pm and have a paper due
that morning. Some jobs simply don’t
understand that I am a student. I have
to do work and school.”
There are many students here at
Parkland who deal with the stress of
working a job while attending school.
A significant number of these
students are not taking advantage of
the resources provided to them by
the college, such as scholarships or
financial guidance.
These students carry a heavy burden
and, unfortunately, not all of them
possess the drive necessary to make it
through the challenging experience of
attending college.
Parkland does provide a lot of
assistance to these students through
various departments and programs.
Students having a hard time coping
with the stress may benefit from a free
massage in Parkland’s Wellness Center
located in Room U 112.
Students who just need somebody
to talk to can visit the Counseling and
Advising Center located in Room U 267.

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
Business Administration major Chang-hee Lee works in the Center for Academic Success on Mar. 3, 2015. Parkland employs
hundreds of student workers each semester.

Parkland hosts the Regional Science Olympiad Tournament

Official’s
fine dining
funded by
Illinois taxes
Associated Press

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
Mahomet Seymour High School student Cole Johnson (left) and Kenneth Buchanan (right), display the project in they designed for the Mission Possible event of
the regional Science Olympiad event being hosted at Parkland College on March 7, 2015

Humna Sharif
Staff Writer

On Saturday, March 7, 2015 Parkland
College hosted the regional Science
Olympiad for the fifth year in a row.
Schools from around ChampaignUrbana, and other schools in the district
505 area, participated in different events
of the tournament. The Science Olympiad
took place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hundreds of students attended the
event. There were eight teams from five
different schools in the Middle School/
Junior High category (division B) and
eighteen teams from eleven schools in the
High School category (division C) of the
tournament.
23 different events were organized
for the Science Olympiad this year for
teams in each category. The topics tested
competing teams on their knowledge
about life science, earth and space
science, physics, chemistry, biology, and
engineering.
The events of the day were spread out
all over the Parkland campus. Students
studied fossils and insects and took part
in contests such as “picture this” in the
natural science department, which was
located in the L-wing. According to the

Parkland College blog, other areas of the
college were also very busy. From students
testing bungee cords and operating robots
in the U-wing, to building bridges and
Rube Goldberg devices in the X-wing, from
the “mission possible” event in the gallery
lounge, to testing their self-designed
operating vehicles in the gym, students
were demonstrating their science skills
almost everywhere on campus.
Luke Thomas and Matt Buescher, two
juniors from Nuega High school, said
that they’ve been participating in the
tournament since junior high. This year
they designed a project for the “mission
possible” event.
“We definitely had a lot of fun with it
and enjoyed the hands on experience,”
Buescher said.
Medals were awarded to teams that
scored the highest in their respective
contests whereas trophies were given to
schools with the overall top scores. The
Parkland Science Olympiad falls within
the lager Illinois Science Olympiad (ISO)
program so the highest scoring teams
will go on to compete in the state wide
Science Olympiad, which takes place
at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign on April 18, 2015.
Two division B schools and 5 division

C schools will advance to the state
tournament this year.
The highest scoring schools were:
- Division B, 1st place: Franklin
Middle
School,
2nd
place:
St
Matthew
Catholic
School.
- Division C, 1st place: University
Laboratory High School, 2nd place:
Mahomet Seymour High School, 3rd
place: Centennial High School, 4th place:
St Thomas More High School, 5th place:
Champaign Central High School.
Parkland’s Science Olympiad is
put together each year by a group of
directors that includes faculty and
staff members. Dr. Amy Nicely and
Professor Erik Johnson of the natural
sciences department, and Natasha
Capell, a graduate student enrolled in
the Curriculum and Instruction program
at the University of Illinois, were the key
figures behind the organization of the
event this year. .
“I was responsible for most of the
general tournament details, as well as
coordinating supervisors to run each of
the events,” Dr. Nicely commented.
Professor Johnson was responsible
for helping with general details of
the tournament. He was in charge of
Parkland-specific tasks, such as reserving

rooms and working with the marketing
department to generate a press release
and blog post about the event. Capell
served as Parkland’s liaison to the coaches
for each team participating. She kept
the coaches updated about tournament
information and helped answer their
questions.
According to Dr. Nicely, events such as
the Science Olympiad are very important
because they encourage young students
to become interested in science. They
also expose students to the wide variety of
disciplines that exist within the scientific
community.
Many of the events also provide
students with a hands on experience and
bring science to life.
“Students get a chance to build
devices and test them in the competitive
environment, they develop their
problem-solving skills and work in teams
to accomplish specific goals,” Dr. Nicely
elaborated.
For more information on the
tournament, the national Science
Olympiad website can be accessed
through http://soinc.org.
More information about the event
organized at Parkland can be found at
http://blog.parkland.edu/?p=1317.

GLEN ELLYN, Ill. (AP) — College of
DuPage officials ran up big tabs at the
school’s fine-dining restaurant at taxpayer
expense, according to a published report.
The Chicago Tribune reports college
President Robert Breuder and other senior
managers hosted meals on nearly 500
occasions since 2011, when the 130-seat
Waterleaf restaurant opened. The college
picked up the bills. One meal cost nearly
$200 per person.
Breuder has defended the restaurant,
which was his idea, as a marketing tool. The
newspaper’s report says Breuder expensed
about 250 Waterleaf bills during the past
three years. For one “agenda planning”
meeting with senior staff, Breuder’s
group ate lobster, scallops, rabbit and filet
mignon.
Waterleaf has lost nearly $2 million
since it opened, according to financial
records the Tribune obtained through a
public records request. State law says the
restaurant should be self-sustaining.
Trustees at the Glen Ellyn community
college awarded Breuder a hefty severance
package in January in exchange for him
leaving three years before his contract
ends.
The Associated Press requested
comment about the newspaper’s report
from College of DuPage spokesman
Joseph Moore. Messages to Moore were
not immediately returned.
Breuder spoke about Waterleaf,
according to the minutes of a 2012 board
meeting: “Hundreds of people who come
in and experience Waterleaf have spoken
superlatives about the campus, the
environment,” Breuder said. “This facility
is first of all a learning environment.”
Students run the restaurant on Mondays
and Tuesdays.
Former College of DuPage board
chairman David Carlin said Breuder
picked up the checks at several Waterleaf
business meals he attended. In January
2013, Carlin and Breuder’s tab included $111
worth of alcohol, including an $80 bottle of
wine. Carlin told the Tribune he thought
employees couldn’t expense alcohol, so he
didn’t realize the college paid for it.
“So much could have been done in a way
that wouldn’t have been frowned upon,”
Carlin told the newspaper. “But it’s hard to
defend some of the tabs.”
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated Press.
All rights reserved.
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Transferring from Parkland College
Brittany Webb
Staff Writer

There are two paths one may take when
studying at Parkland: career based classes
and transfer based classes.
“Career programs are designed to get
people jobs when they finish, and therefore
the classes deal mostly with the major,”
John Sheahan, Director of Counseling of
Advising at Parkland, said. “The transfer
programs are the opposite of that, the goal
is to prepare students to go onto the next
step: to finish a Bachelor’s degree.”
Students wishing to transfer spend the
majority of their first two years taking
general education requirements and
introductory classes in their major. Some
programs have a separate type of degree
that could change these requirements.
Engineering, art and music are examples

of this, says Sheahan,
“So many of these classes have to be
integrated in with every year they are
here,” Sheahan said.
Many students are young, and are still
unsure of which field of study to go into,
which can make the process of transferring
more difficult. Sheahan stressed that,
for a student, the most important part of
transferring is knowing where you want
to go.
“The earlier a student can make the
decision about where they want to go, the
better the chance that things will turn
out really well and work well,” Sheahan
explained.
There is no universal path for
transferring and the acceptance of credits
is dependent upon the institution. Karla
Martinez, a sophomore in Chemistry, is
a transfer student who is familiar with

the many different factors that a student
must consider when planning out their
academic career.
“Many universities don’t accept the
classes I have taken or would like to take,”
Martinez explained.
Keeping track of transferring classes
is only one of many pressures a student
faces when wishing to move on to a 4-year
school. Students also have to consider how
to best utilize the time they spend here at
Parkland.
“I often feel the pressure of having to
finish a certain amount of classes and
credits in the least amount of time,”
Martinez said.
While some students worry about
their classes transferring, others are
apprehensive about the transition. Moving
from one institution to another can be a
stressful experience in and of itself.

“I think the most stressful part of being
a transfer student would be leaving a place
that you have grown comfortable with and
moving to a new school, especially a bigger
one,” sophomore in Psychology Kaitlyn
Breitenfeldt said.
The transition to a new school can be
difficult, and the cost of tuition sets 4-year
schools apart from community colleges.
“Wherever you go, it’s going to be a rude
awakening, because it’s going to cost a lot
more,” Sheahan said.
Some students may find themselves
overwhelmed with the thought of
transitioning to a larger school. Building
good communication with an advisor is
key; explaining to them your goals and
asking for their advice is a good place to
start, according to Breitenfeldt.
Advisors can be helpful not only for
deciding what school to go to, and which

path to take to get there, but also for filling
out the necessary paperwork.
“I went to see an advisor who walked
me through each step of the application,”
Breitenfeldt said. “It took about half an
hour, and then I had to submit an essay
and my transcripts from high school and
college.”
Parkland’s main transfer program,
Pathway to Illinois, is meant to ease the
transition students face by allowing them
to take a class at the University of Illinois
while studying at Parkland.
“The Pathway Program has enabled
me to get a taste of the university while
still staying comfortable at Parkland,”
Breitenfeldt explained. “But breaking out
of your comfort zone is key to growth.”
For more information contact the
Counseling and Advising Center, located
in U267.

Students combine exercise, academics for focus
Jermaine Pigee

The (Sterling) Gazette
STERLING, Ill. (AP) — Davin, a
kindergarten student at Jefferson
Elementary School, spent most
of Wednesday morning on his
thinking machine.
His thinking machine is not
something in his imagination.
Instead, it is one of seven
stationary pedalers in use at the
school.
“I call it my thinking machine,
because it helps me think,” the
soft-spoken 6-year-old said. “I like
riding it.”
The machines are the main
component of the school’s Read
and Ride program, in which
students pedal while they do their
school work.
“This program was on ‘The
Today Show,’ and we looked into
it,” Principal Sara Dail said. “We
were excited to try something like
this here.”
Student achievement in core
subjects such as reading and math
should increase if students are
physically active while they learn,
she said.
The stationary pedalers are
small enough to fit under a child’s
desk or table. They clock time,

distance and calories burned.
“Students can pedal while
they listen to their math lesson
or if they are reading,” Dail said.
“Some students have extra energy
or have a hard time focusing, but
once they start using their extra
energy on the pedaler, it brings
their focus back.”
The school ordered seven
before Christmas break. School
officials bought one on their own,
for $65, and the Sterling-Rock
Falls YMCA paid for the other six.
Dail said 117 more will be bought
with $10,000 from CGH Medical
Center’s Edith Patterson trust
fund.
Her goal is to have 30 pedalers
in the library, and five in each
classroom.
“Our teachers say they have
students who really benefit from
the pedalers,” Dail said. “Right
now, they are given to students
who need to expend that extra
energy throughout the day. We
are looking to get the other bikes
shortly.”
The program is expected to
expand to other schools in the
district.
“I know other elementary
buildings are excited about the
program, as well,” Dail said.
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Kindergarten teacher Andrea
Brenner has a pedaler in the
middle of her room. Students
used it Wednesday as they went
through a math lesson.
“I love it, because I have some
students who cannot focus on
the learning at all,” Brenner said.
“When they are on the bike, they
can move and they are able to
focus. I see a big difference in the
level of attention.”
Brenner also said the bikes can
calm students down.
“They have so much energy, and
they need to move, and this helps
to slow them down. It doesn’t
increase or decrease their energy,
it just helps them use their energy
in a more positive way.”
Lee, 6, likes riding the bike
“’cause it helps me think and it
helps me to learn,” he said. “It
helps me with the numbers and it
helps me learn letters.”
Trinity, 5, said she’s looking
forward to more pedalers.
“If we have more of them,
everyone would not have to wait a
long time to ride it.”
___
Source: The (Sterling) Gazette
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.

Daylight
saving
time
Associated Press

Photo by Alex T. Paschal | AP Photo/Sauk Valley Media
In this Feb. 10, 2015 photo, Davin, a kindergartener at Jefferson
Elementary School in Sterling, Ill., pedals on a stationary
machine while working on his math homework.
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WASHINGTON (AP) Spring is
closer than you think, and here’s
a sure sign: daylight saving time
arrives this weekend.
Most Americans will set their
clocks 60 minutes forward before
heading to bed Saturday night, and
most smart phones should update
automatically. Daylight saving time
officially starts Sunday at 2 a.m.
local time.
You may lose an hour of sleep,
but daylight saving time promises
an extra hour of evening light for
months ahead.
It’s also a good time to put new
batteries in warning devices such
as smoke detectors and hazard
warning radios.
The time change is not observed
by Hawaii, most of Arizona, Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, Guam and the Northern
Marianas.
Daylight saving time ends Nov. 1.
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.

thePROSPECTUS Staff
Advisor

Chaya Sandler

Staff Writer

Jordan Hannah

Publications
Manager

Sean Hermann

Staff Writer

Humna Sharif

Staff Writer

Brittany Webb

Production
Supervisor

Billi Jo Hart

Copy Editor

Scott Barnes

Assistant
Copy Editor

Zach Trueblood

Photographer
Ad Manager
Web Dev.

Scott Wells
Linda Tichenor
Adam Vilmin

Did you know?
All unused issues of
The Prospectus are
donated to the Parkland
College Veterinary
Technology program or
the Champaign County
Humane Society.

Sponsored by

Fact or Fiction?
FACT: When Otters sleep, they hold hands - which
is called a raft - while they eat, sleep and rest so they
don’t drift away from each other.

westgateapts.com

Show current ID and receive $10 off
application fee at Westgate Apartments
1600 W. Bradley Ave. Champaign, IL
Open M-F 9am - 5:30pm, Sat. 10am - 4pm

Page 4 | Wednesday, March 11, 2015

thePROSPECTUS | www.prospectusnews.com

OPINIONS

Commencement more than just a ceremony

Zach Trueblood
Staff Writer

Graduation and the commencement
ceremony here at Parkland are not simply
a night filled with people walking across
a stage. It is a night that represents the
culmination of years of hard work. Those
students participating have put long hours
into earning their associate’s degree or
certificate.
As important as the degrees being
received are, all the behind the scenes
work that goes into preparing for the
commencement ceremony is equally
important. This preparation starts many
months before the actual ceremony will
take place and requires Parkland staff
to work together to insure a smooth
commencement ceremony.
Secretary of Student Life Sarah
Minyard plays an important role in
the commencement process. Her first
commencement was in 2008, so she’s been
part of the process for about seven years.
“I oversee the cap and gown ordering
portion,” Minyard explained. “We order
the caps, gowns, and other products and
distribute them. I also create the seating
chart for that night. Any inquiries about
commencement are generally directed to
me and those start as early as December.”

In addition to overseeing much of the
beforehand aspects of the ceremony,
Minyard also assists the students in getting
to their proper places at Krannert. Due
to the fact that Student Life sees many,
if not all, of these students during their
orientation, Minyard feels sentiment and
an attachment to many of them.
“You can really feel the energy that night
of commencement. As they walk across
I do get a bit emotional. We generally
see them when they first start here in
orientation, then help them join student
organizations and now they’re moving on.
It’s a big moment for everyone with a lot of
emotions tied to it,” Minyard said.
She also wanted to make it clear that
the college does everything in its power
to insure that everyone that wants to
participate is able to.
Some students choose not to participate
for various reasons, such as transferring to
another institution and waiting to walk the
stage there.
For those that do participate, it’s a major
accomplishment that they wish to share
it with friends, loved ones and fellow
students.
This year will be the second ceremony
that Krystal Garrett, Administrative
Assistant to the Vice President for Student
Services, will be a part of. She is essentially

the event planner of the ceremony.
She starts preparation for the ceremony
in the fall of the previous year and
continues after the students have crossed
the stage.
“My role is to make sure that tasks
remain on track, stay within budget, and
ensure that all details are complete and
in place for the big day,” Garrett stated.
“In fact, tasks continue long after the roar
of celebration has ended. The paying of
invoices, returning of gowns and postcommencement meetings are just some of
the duties that follow.”
Garrett stressed the importance of
making sure all aspects of the ceremony
run smoothly. She explained that his can
be challenging at times but it’s ultimately
worth it.
“There are so many components to
organizing such an amazing event. It truly
is a collaborative effort between many of
the Student Services departments and
several others throughout the college,”
Garrett explained. “It’s like completing
a puzzle. Every piece is vital. If pieces are
missing, then the entire picture is off.
Organizing this event requires a lot of time,
focus, and communication.”
There aren’t very many venues in
Champaign that can accommodate a big
event such as Parkland’s commencement

ceremony. The Assembly Hall is generally
booked for preparation for their own
graduation.
The Great Hall at the Krannert Center
is where this year’s commencement
ceremony will take place. Krannert seats
roughly 2,000 people and can comfortably
house the ceremony.
Director of Student Life Dr. Thomas
Caulfield explained some of the advantages
to having the event at Krannert and what
else transpires during the ceremony.
Dr. Caulfield has been part of the
commencement process for 17 years.
“The Great Hall is really a great location.
It’s acoustically perfect, big and vibrant. It’s
really a special day for students and their
families,” Dr. Caulfield stated. “We always
have a phenomenal keynote speaker with a
small social afterwards. Students can meet
up with others from the same department
while enjoying cookies and punch. It’s kind
of like one last hoorah for their time here at
Parkland.”
One big question that always arises
around the time of commencement is how
many tickets do students get? The amount
of tickets is ultimately determined by how
many students decide to walk that night.
A good estimate is about three tickets.
Any extra tickets are sent to Krannert
and will be dispersed on a first come first

Cap and gown
ordering dates
Monday, March 30
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, March 31
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 1
11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 2
12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Friday, April 3
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Place orders in Student Life
served basis.
As long as any extra attendees are there
on time, there shouldn’t be an issue of
getting a seat.
Cap and gown orders can be placed in
Student Life located in U111. The estimated
cost for the basic cap and gown will $23.00.

Ringling Bros. says circuses to be elephant-free in 3 years
Tamara Lush

Associated Press
POLK CITY, Fla. (AP) — Animal rights activists were
stunned when the parent company of Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey Circus announced it would
eliminate elephants from its circus performances by
2018.
“Monumental and long overdue,” was how the
Animal Welfare Institute put it.
“Startling and tremendously exciting,” The Humane
Society of the United States said in a statement.
And the International Fund for Animal Welfare
called it “a giant step in the right direction.”
But activists soon focused on the timing, questioning
why it will take three years to phase out the elephants
from the traveling circus shows.
“Many of the elephants are painfully arthritic, and
many have tuberculosis, so their retirement day needs
to come now,” wrote Ingrid E. Newkirk, president
of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, in a
statement. “If the decision is serious, then the circus
needs to do it NOW.”
Executives at Feld Entertainment, Ringling’s parent
company, say it will take three years to build proper
facilities for them on the 200-acre plot of land in
central Florida that’s already being used as an elephant
conservation center. They have repeatedly denied that
the elephants are mistreated in any way in the circuses.
“Each elephant requires a certain amount of space
and a certain amount of barn area,” said Stephen
Payne, Feld’s spokesman, adding that permits,
drainage issues and other logistics must be worked
out. The company intends for the elephants to live out
their years on the property, and since one elephant is
69, they must plan for the long haul to care for the crop
of gentle giants.
The decision to phase out elephants from the
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus comes at a
time when cities across the United States are cracking
down on exotic animal displays.
Even before Thursday’s announcement that
the elephants will be phased out of Ringling’s
performances by 2018, company officials already said
they were pulling out of certain cities because of newly
enacted restrictions.
Feld executives said the decision to end the circus’s
century-old tradition of showcasing elephants was
difficult and debated at length. Elephants have often
been featured on Ringling’s posters over the decades.
“There’s been somewhat of a mood shift among our
consumers,” said Alana Feld, the company’s executive
vice president. “A lot of people aren’t comfortable with
us touring with our elephants.”
Feld owns 43 elephants, 29 of which live at the
company’s 200-acre Center for Elephant Conservation
in central Florida. Thirteen animals will continue to
tour with the circus before retiring to the center by
2018. One elephant is on a breeding loan to the Fort

Photo by Gary Bogdon | AP Photo/Feld Entertainment Inc.
In this Jan. 3, 2015 photo provided by Feld Entertainment Inc., elephants perform at the Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey Circus, at the Amalie Arena in Tampa, Fla. The Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus said it will phase out its iconic elephant acts by 2018.
Worth Zoo.
Another reason for the decision, company President
Kenneth Feld said, was that certain cities and counties
have passed “anti-circus” and “anti-elephant”
ordinances. The company’s three shows visit 115 cities
throughout the year, and Feld said it’s expensive to

fight legislation in each jurisdiction. It’s also difficult
to plan tours amid constantly changing regulations,
he said.
“All of the resources used to fight these things
can be put toward the elephants,” Feld said during
an interview at the conservation center. “We’re not

reacting to our critics; we’re creating the greatest
resource for the preservation of the Asian elephant.”
Carol Bradley, the author of the book “Last Chain
on Billie: How One Extraordinary Elephant Escaped
the Big Top,” which is about a non-Ringling circus
elephant, said she believes the Feld family “realized it
was a losing PR battle.”
“This is an enormous, earth-moving decision,” she
said. “When I heard the news, my jaw hit the floor. I
never thought they’d change their minds about this.”
In 2014, Feld Entertainment won $25.2 million in
settlements from a number of animal-rights groups,
including the Humane Society of the United States,
ending a 14-year legal battle over allegations that
Ringling circus employees mistreated elephants.
The initial lawsuit was filed in 2000 by a former
Ringling barn helper who was later found to have been
paid at least $190,000 by the animal-rights groups
that helped bring the lawsuit. The judge called him
“essentially a paid plaintiff” who lacked credibility and
standing to sue. The judge rejected the abuse claims
following a 2009 trial.
Kenneth Feld testified during that trial about
elephants’ importance to the show.
“The symbol of the ‘Greatest Show on Earth’ is
the elephant, and that’s what we’ve been known for
throughout the world for more than a hundred years.”
When asked by a lawyer whether the show would
be the same without the elephants, Feld replied, “No,
it wouldn’t.”
The circus will continue to use tigers, dogs and goats,
and a Mongolian troupe of camel stunt riders joined
its Circus Xtreme show this year. More motorsports,
daredevils and feats of human physical capabilities will
likely be showcased as well. In 2008, Feld acquired a
variety of motor sports properties, including monster
truck shows, motocross and the International Hot Rod
Association, which promotes drag races and other
events. In 2010, it created a theatrical motorcycle stunt
show called Nuclear Cowboyz. Roughly 30 million
people attend one of Feld’s shows every year.
Ringling’s popular Canada-based competitor,
Cirque du Soleil, features human acts and doesn’t use
wild animals.
And while Ringling is phasing out the elephants,
other, smaller circuses in the U.S. — and in countries
such as Russia, France and Thailand — still use
elephants.
Feld owns the largest herd of Asian elephants in
North America. It costs about $65,000 yearly to care
for each elephant.
Kenneth Feld said initially the conservation center
will be open only to researchers, scientists and others
studying the Asian elephant.
He said he hopes it eventually expands “to something
the public will be able to see.”
____
Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All rights
reserved.

Page 5 | Wednesday, March 11, 2015

http://bit.ly/1LeH7A8

thePROSPECTUS | www.prospectusnews.com

iMAGES
Magazine
2015

Free to enter for
Parkland Students
Submit your art today!
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Classifieds
YOUR AD HERE

Place your classified here for only $5 per
week. Ads must be less than three lines or 30
words. Contact our ad department today!
217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu

Sudoku

(intermediate)

Last week’s answers

XKCD

Crossword

(solve for the answers below)

ACROSS
1 What›s produced after, for example, tea’s digested (6)
5 Stein is German? Correct without a hint of doubt (8)
9 Former almsman with Tory whip accepting nothing (8)
10 Former primates have the last word about a primate being beheaded (6)
11 Art has left wife, after split-up, to acquire new – now he›ll have two of them? (7-2-3)
13 Drink brings a good man to the edge of insanity (4)
14 Lands from boat in Norfolk town (8)
17 It allows unimpeded capital movement (8)
18 It’s wrong for a Leftie to move right of centre (4)
20 He›s to lend out sums of money, we hear – they›re required for performance of 23›s works
(12)
23 Robert Lindsay (6)
24 Where arch is providing support? (8)
25 Race to follow the intruder (5,3)
26 Order unpleasant old woman to come round to observe last respects (6)

Are you a cartoonist? We’re always accepting new and original
work. Grab an application from Student Life, located in the Student
Union Building, or email prospectus@parkland.edu for more
information!

DOWN
2 See 7
3 Eponymous hero of part of the 22 dies with grief? Not exactly (9)
4 Foster›s reportedly put work into lead parts of The Accused, Sommersby and
finally Maverick (6)
5
Right
away,
city has millions
Last week’s answers
invested into new grunge
arrangement of part of the 22 (5)
6 Foolish woman, so to speak, about to
be put in front of judge again (8)
7,2 In the 22 the timeless old treasure
which gives name to a part of it (9)
8 Pass away stroll by river with part of
the 22 (3,7)
12 Solemnly declare: «The fool›s always
worried!» (10)
15 The opposite of immunising fluid?
Yes and no (9)
16 Pentagon is thus fivefold put in
difficulty (8)
19 Former Foreign Secretary, being
short, had to climb to get to the seat on
a Jumbo (6)
21 Star turn for Ben Elton›s first
daughter (5)
22 Bell of 23›s cycle (4)

Page 7 | Wednesday, March 11, 2015

thePROSPECTUS | www.prospectusnews.com

SPORTS

Women’s
Basketball
advances
to nationals

SPORTS SNAPSHOT

Rod Lovett
Athletic Director
In a match-up worthy of an
NJCAA Final Four, the #1 ranked
Parkland Women’s Basketball
team beat #3 Illinois Central 59-53
to advance to Nationals for the
second consecutive year. The
Cobras now (32-1) will find out on
Tuesday who their opening round
opponent will be at the National
Tournament which kicks off
March 17 at Johnson County CC
in Overland Park, Kansas. ICC’s
season ends at (29-4) with two of
their four losses coming at the
hands of Parkland.
The first half was part defensive
battle and part offensive struggle
as the Cougars took a 25-21 lead into
halftime. The game was a see-saw
affair before ICC grabbed the four
point lead to end the half. PC was
happy to be down just four after
shooting 21% over the opening
20 minutes but ICC shot just 34%
themselves and PC limited ICC’s
second chance opportunities by
controlling the boards. Kassidy
Alderman’s two three-pointers off
the bench were key in keeping the
Cobras within striking distance.
The two teams traded baskets
for the first 10 minutes of the
second half before PC made a key
switch, using a 2-3 zone for the
first team all year. The zone kept
the Cougars shooting from outside
and also resulted in transition
points for PC which grabbed their
first lead of the second half with
9:30 to go. Parkland would extend
that lead to as many as 11, at 52-41
with 5:38 left, before ICC mounted
a furious comeback.
The Cougars closed to within
3 with 1:05 remaining on the
clock but Nadine Vaughn made a
pair of free throws to make it a two
possession game and ICC would
not score again as the Cobras held
on for their 32nd straight win.
Laura Litchfield led all scorers
with 24 points while Hannah
Wascher scored 12 points and
hauled down 15 boards. Nadine
Vaughn also finished in double
figures with 11 points, including
7-7 from the free throw line. PC
outscored ICC 16-10 at the line
while also winning the battle of
the boards 54-43. Jemia Carpenter
and Shaakera Jones each had 11 for
ICC but their leading scorer on the
season Destiny Ramsey was held
scoreless on the afternoon.

Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus
Freshman Guard Haley Toohill on offense during the second half of the March 4, 2015 Region 24 Quarterfinal game against Lincoln College. The Cobras defeated the
Lynx 85-25 to move on in the tournament.

Woman now in wheelchair testifies at Boston bombing trial
Denise Lavoie

AP Legal Affairs Writer
BOSTON (AP) A woman testifying
from a wheelchair Monday in the Boston
Marathon bombing trial recalled shielding
her husband from the sight of his mangled
leg, being pushed to the ground by a
bystander frantically trying to extinguish
the flames on her body and coming to grips
with becoming a double amputee.
Jessica Kensky said she and her
husband, Patrick Downes, each lost a left
leg in the 2013 attack. After more than 18
months of surgeries and consultations
with doctors around the country, she came
to the painful conclusion that her right leg
would have to be amputated, too, she said.
“I did not want to become a bilateral
amputee,” Kensky said. “I wanted to paint
my toenails, I wanted to put my feet in the
sand, and I wanted to do all these things. To
lose the second leg was a gut-wrenching,
devastating decision.”
Kensky’s account came during the
third day of testimony in the federal
death penalty trial of bomber Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev, whose own lawyers have
acknowledged his involvement but insist
he was influenced by his older brother,
Tamerlan, who was killed during a getaway
attempt days after the bombings.
Jurors also watched a timeline video
compiled by the FBI using surveillance
video from stores and restaurants near
the marathon finish line. The video,
which shows both brothers’ movements
around the time of the bombings, focuses
on Dzhokhar and shows him carrying a
backpack up until he gets to the front of
the Forum restaurant, when he is shown
dropping the bag from his shoulder.
One frame then shows the backpack
at his feet. The backpack is in a crowd
of people and just feet from children
standing on a metal barrier, including

Jane Flavell Collins | AP Photo
In this courtroom sketch, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, right, and defense attorney Judy Clarke are depicted watching evidence
displayed on a monitor during his federal death penalty trial Monday, March 9, 2015, in Boston. Tsarnaev is charged with
conspiring with his brother to place two bombs near the marathon finish line in April 2013, killing three and injuring 260
spectators.
8-year-old Martin Richard, who was killed,
and his younger sister, Jane, who lost a leg
in the blast.
As the first bomb explodes, the video
shows everyone in the crowd turning
toward the blast. Tsarnaev does not look in
that direction and instead begins to walk in
the other direction.

Seconds later, the second bomb
explodes, and Tsarnaev, who prosecutors
say detonated the second bomb, is seen
running with a crowd of people who
also are running. People are also shown
jumping over metal barriers as smoke
wafts over the scene.
Prosecutors showed jurors tweets from

what they identified as two accounts of
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.
“If you have the knowledge and the
inspiration all that’s left is to take action,”
he tweeted April 7, a little over a week
before the bombings.
“I want the highest levels of Jannah,” he
tweeted March 10, referring to the Islamic

concept of paradise. “I want to be able to
see allah every single day for that is the best
of pleasures.”
In January, three months before the
bombings, he tweeted: “I don’t argue with
folks who say islam is terrorism it’s not
worth a thing, let an idiot remain an idiot.”
Prosecutors say the Tsarnaevs carried
out the bombing to retaliate against the
U.S. for wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
During opening statements, a prosecutor
cited a hand-scrawled note Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev left on the walls of the boat
he was captured hiding in and said he
believed “he was a solider in a holy war
against Americans” and had “taken a step
toward reaching paradise.”
Three people died and more than 260
were injured when two pressure-cooker
bombs filled with shrapnel exploded near
the finish line.
Less than 30 minutes later, Tarnaev
calmly walked into a Whole Foods store
in Cambridge and bought a half-gallon of
milk. The jury was shown store surveillance
video of him making the purchase.
Also testifying Monday was a woman
whose close friend, 23-year-old Lingzi Lu,
died in the second bomb blast.
Danling Zhou said Lu grabbed her arm
after the first bomb exploded, looking
panicked, and said “What happened?” and
“What should we do?”
Before Zhou could answer her, the
second bomb exploded.
Zhou said she looked in front of her and
saw a man whose legs had been blown off.
When she looked at Lu, she thought she
would be OK.
She found out later in the hospital that
Lu had died. Both women grew up in China
and were graduate students at Boston
University.
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated Press.
All rights reserved.
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Turbo Suit comes to Canopy Club with new name, album

Photo by Sean Hersch | Sean Hersch Media
Drummer Jeff Peterson of Turbo Suit performs on stage at the Canopy Club in Urbana, Ill. on Thursday, March 4, 2015. Turbo Suit, formerly named Cosby Sweater, released their album “Out Here” on March
3, and are currently on tour for the spring.

Billi Jo Hart
Staff Writer

The Indianapolis based electronic funk trio Turbo
Suit appeared at Canopy Club on Thursday, March
4, 2015 in Urbana, Illinois. This show was their first
since the release of their new album, “Out Here,”
which features an eclectic mix of genres as well as
collaborations with several different artists.
Turbo Suit’s recent name change from Cosby
Sweater gave the band a chance to unveil an innovative
new take on their old work. The new album showcases
the talents of members David Embry (production and
vocals), Nicholas Gerlach (tenor saxophone and EWI),
and Jeff Peterson (drums).
The album also featured special guests including
Jake Cinninger, Joel Cummins and Andy Farag from
Umphrey’s McGee, Natalie Cressman from
Trey Anastasio Band, Joe Hettinga and Marcus
Rezak from Digital Tape Machine, as well as Zion I,
ProbCause and Rusty Redenbacher.
Gerlach commented that working with so many
different artists was interesting because the band is
used to doing everything in-house. He explained that
the talent of the other musicians made it really easy to
work with them and collaborate on each track.
“We were just trying to get more of a fresh sound
to this album and make it sound more like a live band
would,” Gerlach said. “And also it’s just good to have a
fresh take on your music.”

This album also marked the first time the band
added live recording from drummer Peterson, adding
to the organic feel the band was looking for.
Turbo Suit decided to change their name from Cosby
Sweater to avoid being associated with the allegations
being made against Bill Cosby, an American comedian
and actor, from whom the name was inspired.
Despite the change, Gerlach feels like the band is
still being received well from their fans, and doesn’t
think it has had any impact on their music.
Former Parkland student Charlie Stevenson
attended the show on Thursday night and reflected
that he was impressed by the band’s sound, which was
much different than what he was used to listening to.
“It was cool…I usually only go to Canopy to see DJs,
but a friend convinced me to go with him. But the band
was super funky and I was into it,” Stevenson said.
Turbo Suit is currently on their spring tour, and
plans to play at local music festival Summer Camp
Music Festival in May, which is put on by Jay Goldberg
of the Canopy Club.
Gerlach stated that the band also plans to team up
with Marcus Rezak and Joe Hettinga from Digital Tape
Machine, as well as Colin Scott from Spare Parts again
to form North American Scum, an LCD Soundsystem
tribute band.
So far, Turbo Suit’s new album seems to be just a
beginning of the collaborations to come.
“Out Here,” is available to download at http://apple.
co/1NCdDOx.

Photo by Billi Jo Hart | The Prospectus
Luke Miller of Lotus performs at the Canopy Club in Urbana, Ill. on Thursday, March 4, 2015.

Photo by Sean Hersch | Sean Hersch Media
Saxophonist Nicholas Gerlach of Turbo Suit plays live at the Canopy Club in Urbana, Ill. on Thursday,
March 4, 2015.

